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conclusive, for the Americans, settled in a country
of boundless unexhausted wealth, have never been
tempted to engage in socialistic legislation; but, as far
as it has gone, a large measure of success cannot be
denied to it, success which has all but dispelled the
old ill-fame of democracies. The short history of the
United States has, at the same time, established one
momentous negative conclusion. When a democracy
governs, it is not safe to leave unsettled any im-
portant question concerning the exercise of public
powers. I might give many instances of this, but
the most conclusive is the "War of Secession, which
was entirely owing to the omission of the " fathers "
to provide beforehand for the solution of certain
Constitutional problems, lest they should stir the
topic of negro slavery. It would seem that, by a wise
Constitution, Democracy may be made nearly as calm
as water in a great artificial reservoir; but if there is
a weak point anywhere in the structure, the mighty
force which it controls will burst throtigh it and
spread destruction far and near.

This warning deserves all the attention of English-
men. They are opening the way to Democracy on all
sides. Let them take heed that it be not admitted
into a receptacle of loose earth and sand. And, in
laying this caution to heart, it would be well for them
to consider what sort of a Constitution it is to which
they must trust for the limitation of the powers, and